Denver Opens Their LRT System - 15 Aug 2011

The Regional Transportation District celebrated the grand opening of the new Denver Union Station Light Rail Station Monday morning (15 Aug 2011). 

The new light rail station is located two blocks west of Denver Union Station adjacent to the Millennium Bridge. A ceremonial train arrived at the station at 7:40 a.m. followed by a formal ceremony.

Light-rail trains will begin arriving and departing from the new station; the 16th Street FreeMall Ride will be extended to the new station; Wewatta St. between 19th and 16th avenues will close and Chestnut Place between 19th and 16th avenues will open.

Denver Union Station is the centerpiece of the RTD's FasTracks transit expansion program and will serve as a multi-modal hub for the region. Phillip Washington is the general manager of RTD and explained how this is a huge step toward completion of the FasTracks project.

"When you think about the fact that the west corridor will open up in less than two years," Washington said. "The train to the airport will be coming here in about four-and-a-half years, and the line from downtown to Arvada and Wheat Ridge will be in about four-and-a-half years. This is huge."

Daria Serna is the public information officer with RTD and said if you have not seen the area west of Union station for quite some time, you may not recognize it. "We are about 45 percent complete with the Union Station redevelopment," 

Serna explained. "We are building out a light-rail system. We will be bringing in a commuter rail also and building a bus bay underneath with 23 gates." 

Full story and video at:

http://www.9news.com/dontmiss/213489/630//RTD-is-back-on-track-after-temporary-closures
