From Railway-Technology Feb 09
"........After years implying that European neighbours had got it all wrong by first going electric and then expanding coverage, it now seems that the UK may be entering the motive power mainstream. Why the change of mind?

....... The fact that electric traction is the better tool for the job in the European context is not the issue - policy shift and footing the long-term bill most certainly are.

"If all goes well, new rolling stock such as the diesel high-speed train (the replacement of has a working life of around 30 years."
In The Oil Crunch, the first report by the UK Industry Taskforce on Peak Oil and Energy Security published in October 2008 – which includes three companies with direct rail interests – fuel's increasing cost is identified as being at least as great a problem as availability. Despite short-term volatility, fuel costs are expected to rise and as extraction becomes more difficult and pricey, energy security is the hands of sovereign states not the free market.

The International Energy Agency says an 'energy crunch' may come as early as 2013. In late 2008, the Government Committee on Climate Change found that by 2020, carbon dioxide and other damaging gases should be cut by 42% relative to 1990 levels.

As such, there seems little justification to a railway primarily running on fossil fuels. But even electric railways need to be fed and in the UK carbon-rich fuels still dominate downstream."  Ergo, alternatives please!
