Good News and Bad News

Bad: Energy Company Calls Halt to Drilling Project

By JAMES GLANZ - Published: NYTimes, September 2, 2009

A $17 million energy project in California that was supposed to demonstrate the feasibility of extracting vast amounts of heat from the earth’s bedrock has been suspended indefinitely after the drilling essentially snagged on surface rock formations.

The project, run by AltaRock Energy, represents the Obama administration’s first major test of geothermal energy as a significant alternative to fossil fuels. But since drilling began in June, the project has encountered earthquake fears and scheduling delays.

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/03/business/energy-environment/03alta.html?emc=eta1
Good: Taking a Fresh Look at a Long-Known Energy Source

By ALICE PFEIFFER - Published: NYTimes September 2, 2009

LONDON — Obi-Wan Kenobi had a light saber, but Sang-Kyun Park has LightDrops, a luminescent umbrella that Mr. Park, a South Korean inventor, designed last year. A conductive membrane covering the umbrella dome gleans energy from striking raindrops to power built-in light-emitting diodes. The harder it rains, the brighter it glows; a phenomenon known as piezoelectricity. When a Piezo crystal — polyvinylidene fluoride in the case of the umbrella — is stretched or squashed, it produces an electrical charge. Knowledge of piezoelectricity dates back to the 19th century, and commercial products using it have been around for decades — the most common are lighters for gas stoves or ovens, which use the effect to produce a tiny spark.

Yet, despite its discovery as early as 1880, by the French scientists Jacques and Pierre Curie, and its World War I use by a fellow French physicist, Paul Langevin, in developing a sonar submarine detection device, piezoelectric technology has never been widely exploited. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/03/business/energy-environment/03iht-rbogpiezo.html?emc=eta1
