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The May 2011 SNC-Lavalin/HDR Engineering study compares per-kilometre cost of Victoria 
LRT with the Edmonton North, Ottawa Metro, Calgary West and Vancouver Canada lines. All 
four of these other Canadian lines are completely or largely underground or elevated. This is 
emphatically not the case in Victoria. Recent at-grade tram lines in Salt Lake City, Charlotte 
and Norfolk VA cost around $30 million/km. France has proven over and over that you can lay 
down high-quality tramways for around $30 million/km figure. Other developed countries like 
Italy and Spain also pull this off. Why can’t we? 

SNC-Lavalin  (Montreal)/HDR Engineering (Omaha) seems incapable of coming up with a 
reasonable cost estimate.  
 

   
 
Other firms build high-quality tramways at prices that don’t gouge taxpayers; try these: 
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