Letter from Sonja Young, April 2009, to Les Bolja, Colwood Municipal Engineer and developer.

 The first link in integrated transportation to the West Shore has to be the E&N because it is in place and working, even if it needs updating.  This will provide the sustainable transit Westhills needs and, timewise, nothing will beat 20 minutes from Langford to Victoria.  Apart from convenience, light rail  offers the lowest greenhouse gas emissions (see chart in VYPI Rail Transit in America Figure 27 Transit Energy Consumption) and, if the province is to meet its 2020 targets of a 33% GHG reduction, this mode beats the others.

 As long as emphasis is not taken away from the above, planning should be happening for light rail, or an alternative, to Colwood, the airport and Schwartz Bay ferries.  Tracks and vehicles can all be done for the price of the overpasses which MoT is considering building, and all efforts need to be put into this, the rail lines, rather than the actual mode.

 The longest guided bus track appears to be 20 km with limited bends.  Guided buses may appear to be cheaper in the short run, but buses will never be as comfortable, clean, silent, safe or able to take as many people as trains, or cope as well in ice and snow.   With so much light rail experience and expansion, it seems guided buses just have not 'caught on'.

 For extra passengers, another driver would be necessary, whereas rail just adds another coach and train tracks can also carry freight.

 In Cambridgeshire a 10,000 housing development was planned when the guided bus was started; this now may not be built for years as the UK really is suffering more than Canada from the recession.

 Please help getting a commuter train running on the E&N tracks! 

  Sonja Young, member IslandTransformations.Org and Colwood Association for SmartGrowth
